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SUBJECT: FABRICATED DEPARTMENT OF STATE LETTER ON VESCO ISSUE 

1. OVER THE PAST WEEKEND COPIES OF A SUPPOSED STATE DEPARTMENT 
LETTER DATED SEPTEMBER 18, WRITTEN IN SPANISH. SIGNED WITH AN 
ILLEGIBLE SIGNATURE AND WITH THE ADDRESS BLOCKED OUT, WAS CIR- 
CULATED TO MOST MEDIA OUTLETEBIN SAN JOSE. THE LETTER, PLACED 
ON WHAT APPEARS TO BE GENUINE DEPARTMENT OF STATE LETTERHEAD, 
MENTIONS THE VISIT OF DEPUTY RODOLFO PIZA TO THE DEPARTMENT 

OF STATE WHERE HE ALLEGEDLY DISCUSSED AND RECEIVED THE FULL 
SUPPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE IN HIS EFFORTS AGAINST 
ROBERT L. VESCO. THE LETTER URGES THE ADDRESSEE TO 
COORDINATE HIS ACTIVITIES CLOSELY WITH PIZA WHO HAS THE 
FULL CONFIDENCE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. A COPY OF THE 
LETTER WAS FORWARDED TO ARA ON NOVEMBER 26. 

2. SEVERAL INQUIRIES FROM THE MEDIA HAVE BEEN 

RECEIVED BY THE EMBASSY ABOUT THE LETTER, BUT ALL HAVE EXPRESSED 

THEIR CONSIDERABLE DOUBTS ABOUT ITS AUTHENTICITY AND WITH 

THE EXCEPTION OF "LA PRENSA LIBRE" ON NOVEMBER 26 

NONE HAVE PUBLISHED IT. "LA PRENSA LIBRE" PUBLISHED 

BOTH THE LETTER AND THE ENVELOPE IN WHICH IT ARRIVED AS A 

NEWS ITEM BUT NOTED BETWEEN LINES THAT IT SEEMED TO 

BE A FABRICATION. IN ANY EVENT, THE EMBASSY 

IMMEDIATELY SENT A PRESS RELEASE TO THAT NEWSPAPER 
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CHARACTERIZING THE LETTER AS COMPLETELY FALSE. ONE 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


NEWSPAPERMAN NOTED TO THE EMBASSY THAT OTHER 
PRO-VESCO MATERIAL HAD ARRIVED AT HIS NEWSPAPER IN 
SIMILARLY ADDRESSED ENVELOPES. THIS FACT PLUS THE 
CONTENT OF THE LETTER LEAVES NO DOUBT THAT THIS 
LETTER IS RELATED TO A VESCO-OR TENTED CAMPAIGN TO 
DESCREDIT THE GOOD FAITH OF THE CITIZENS' MOVEMENT TO 
EXPEL VESCO FROM COSTA RICA BY SUGGESTING INVOLVEMENT 
OF THE USG. 

LANE 
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